
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 
(Standing Committee of Berkeley County Council) 

 
Chairman:  Mr. William E. Crosby, District No. 3 

 
 

 A meeting of the COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES, Standing 
Committee of Berkeley County Council, was held on Monday, May 10, 2004, in the 
Assembly Room of the Berkeley County Office Building, 223 North Live Oak Drive, 
Moncks Corner, South Carolina, at 6:09 p.m. 
 
 PRESENT:  Mr. William E. Crosby, Council Member District No. 3, Chairman; 
Mrs. Judith K. Spooner, Council Member District No. 2; Mr. Charles E. Davis, Council 
Member District No. 4; Mr. Dennis L. Fish, Council Member District No. 5; Mrs. Judy C. 
Mims, Council Member District No. 6; Mr. Caldwell Pinckney, Jr., Council Member 
District No. 7; Mr. Steve C. Davis, Council Member District No. 8; Mr. James H. Rozier, 
Jr., Supervisor, ex officio; Mr. D. Mark Stokes, County Attorney; and Ms. Barbara B. 
Austin, Clerk of County Council.  Mr. Milton Farley, Council Member District No. 1, 
was excused from this meeting.   

 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, the electronic and print 

media were duly notified.  
 
 During periods of discussion and/or presentations, minutes are typically 
condensed and paraphrased. 
 
 Chairman Crosby called the meeting to order and asked for approval of minutes 
from the Committee on Human Services Meeting held April 12, 2004. 
 
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Pinckney and seconded by Council Member 
Spooner to approve the minutes as presented.  This motion was passed by unanimous 
voice vote of the Committee. 
 

A. Ms. Debbie Calcote, Mental Health Director, Re:   
 
 1. Mental Health Month 
 
 Ms. Debbie Calcote presented the mental health statistics for Berkeley County 
and the United States as published in 2003 by the President’s New Freedom Commission 
Report on Mental Health.  The New Freedom Commission convened to examine the 
health care system in the United States and found: 
 
 Mental illnesses rank first among illnesses that cause disability in the US, Canada, 

and Western Europe and are under-recognized as a public health burden. 
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 In any given year, approximately five to seven percent of adults suffer from serious 
mental illness.  In Berkeley County, that average would be 5,000 – 7,000 adults. 

 Approximately five to nine percent of children have a serious emotional disturbance.  
In Berkeley County, that average would be 2,000 – 3,500 children per year. 

 One of the preventable consequences of undiagnosed, untreated or under-treated 
mental illnesses is suicide.   

 Suicide worldwide causes more deaths every year than homicide or war.  (source:  
World Health Organization) 

 In the US, suicide claims approximately 30,000 lives per year, and it was the 11th 
leading cause of death among Americans in the year 2000. 

 In 1999, suicide was the 4th leading cause of death among youths aged 10 – 14 years, 
3rd leading cause of death for those aged 15 – 24 years, 2nd leading cause of death 
among 25 – 34 year-olds, and the 4th leading cause of death among those aged 35 – 
44.   

 The rate of suicide by teens 15 – 19 years old has tripled since the 1950’s.   
 Mental disorders frequently coexist with other medical disorders.  Adults with 

common medical disorders have high rates of depression and anxiety.   
 In the US, the annual economic, indirect cost of mental illnesses is estimated to be 79 

Billion Dollars.  From that amount, 63 Billion Dollars reflects the loss of productivity 
as a result of illnesses, 12 Billion Dollars in mortality costs from premature death, and 
4 Billion Dollars lost by those who cared for their families or incarcerated 
individuals. 

 One out of every five Americans, at some point in their life, will suffer symptoms of 
mental illness severe enough to require professional services (examples:  depression, 
anxiety, bi-polar disorder, schizophrenia, attention deficit disorder).   

 In Berkeley County, of the 20 percent suffering from symptoms of mental illness, 
only 2.5 percent of those individuals are treated, with 17.5 percent not being treated. 

 
 Ms. Calcote continued by stating the vision statement of the New Freedom 
Commission, which, in turn, reflects the vision of the Berkeley County Mental Health.  
This vision reads, “We envision a future when everyone with a mental illness will 
recover; a future when mental illnesses can be prevented or cured; a future when mental 
illnesses are detected early; and a future when everyone with a mental illness, at any 
stage of life, has access to effective treatment and support – essential for living, working, 
learning and participating fully in their community.” 
 
 Ms. Calcote concluded by reading a Resolution Proclaiming May 2004 as Mental 
Health Awareness Month into the record.  A copy of this resolution is attached hereto, 
and by this reference made a part hereof. 
 
 Chairman Crosby asked what the statistics were for problems with youths within 
the school system. 
 
 Ms. Calcote responded that Berkeley County Mental Health served eight schools 
in Berkeley County, with full time mental health counselors based in those schools.  
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Approximately 200, plus, students are served per year.  This number does not include 
children seen in the office-based setting. 
 
 Council Member Spooner questioned the statement that stigma was a leading 
factor in individuals not seeking treatment.   
 
 Ms. Calcote responded that there was tremendous stigma associated with seeking 
treatment for mental health.  The volume of children in Berkeley County would not have 
received treatment if it had not been for the school-based programs.  Families simply will 
not bring their children to an office-based location.  This is caused by stigma.  The 
general public’s perception is that people with mental illnesses are crazy, out of control, 
lack intelligence and are unable to cope with problems. 
 
 Council Member Pinckney asked if there was some sort of partnership with the 
school system of Berkeley County to provide counselors in all schools. 
 
 Ms. Calcote responded that she was very optimistic of the growing partnership 
with the school district.  Expansion in serving from one to eight schools has been through 
the support of principals in those schools.  Funds are necessary to support the program 
initially.  For the first two years, the school is asked to contribute $15,000 toward the cost 
of maintaining a Master’s level mental health counselor in that school.  Mental Health 
works very diligently with the school during those two years for the program to become 
self-sustaining.  After that point, there are no further funds required.    
 
 It was moved by Council Member Mims and seconded by Council Member 
Pinckney to approve a Resolution Proclaiming May 2004 as Mental Health Awareness 
Month.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote of the committee. 
     

2. Vacancies on Mental Health Board. 
 
 Ms. Calcote stated that the Berkeley County Mental Health Board was comprised 
of representatives from each Council District, in addition to at large members.  Currently, 
there are two vacancies on this board (from District 2 and 4).  Ms. Calcote concluded by 
stating that it is essential to have board members representing the communities served  so 
that they may disseminate information between board and community. 
 
 The Committee accepted this as information.  No immediate action was required. 
 
 B. Held in Committee:  Mr. John Nutter, Chief Animal Control Officer, 
Re:  Amendments to Animal Control Ordinance.  
 
 Mr. John Nutter stated he wanted to address a couple questions posed by the 
Committee at the last committee meeting.  Those questions pertained to the following: 
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 Abandonment issue:  When a call is received, it is usually a situation where a family 
has moved and left an animal behind.  The family has not been seen, maybe, for the 
past week.  Animal Control will respond, verify the animal is there (at times with no 
food or water), and post the residence with an abandonment notice.  After 24 hours, 
Animal Control will return to observe any change in conditions.  If there are no 
changes, a search warrant is secured after proper evidence is presented to the 
Magistrate’s Department.  The animal can then be seized and taken to the shelter for 
proper care and health evaluation.  After serving a search warrant, an order to appear 
in court would be posted on the residence.  Usually, this court hearing would take 
place within 10 days of the seizure date.  The animal does remain at the shelter 
throughout this time. 

 Flea Markets:  there have been horror stories of people not being able to sell some 
puppies and those puppies being tossed into a dumpster. 

 Fighting:  animals raised for fighting would fall under the category of “cruelty”, and 
the recommended fine would be $500. 

 
  Chairman Crosby asked how Animal Control handled complaints about chickens 
kept in a cage and in the backyard of a subdivision residence.   
 
 Mr. Nutter responded that Animal Control would investigate to assure proper 
living conditions.  Generally, it would depend on the subdivision the chickens were 
located in and whether or not the area was zoned for chickens.  Most of the time, it would 
be turned over to Code Enforcement for any zoning issue. 
 
 Supervisor Rozier stated that occasionally, there are complaints about ducks in a 
neighborhood, but Council chose to leave ducks alone.   
 
 Mr. Nutter stated it was difficult to trace the owners of ducks. 
 
 Chairman Crosby asked what the procedure was for animals not inoculated for 
rabies. 
 
 Mr. Nutter responded that if an animal is caught and has not been inoculated, but 
the owner is known, the owner is given a warning to have the animal vaccinated within a 
certain period of time.  As part of the owner’s fee at the shelter, he/she will pay for the 
vaccination in advance.  The owner is given a voucher to present to a veterinarian, and 
that owner will be cited if he/she does not comply within the time period.  If the owner is 
unknown, the animal is vaccinated at the shelter.   
 
 Council Member Fish asked the frequency of court appearances by Animal 
Control.  
 
 Mr. Nutter responded that he and the five officers working in Animal Control 
were usually in court every month.   
 



  Page 5 
Human Services 

  May 10, 2004 
 

 5

 It was moved by Council Member Spooner and seconded by Council Member 
Charles Davis to approve, prior to first reading, amendments to the Animal Control 
Ordinance.  This motion was passed by unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 
 
 It was moved by Council Member Spooner and seconded by Council Member 
Fish to adjourn the Committee on Human Services.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous voice vote of the Committee. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 14, 2004 
Date Approved 
 



  Page 6 
Human Services 

  May 10, 2004 
 

 6

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 
                        (Standing Committee of Berkeley County Council) 
 
 Chairman: Mr. William E. Crosby, District No. 3 
 
 Members: Mr. Milton Farley, District No. 1 
  Mrs. Judith K. Spooner, District No. 2 
  Mr. Charles E. Davis, District No. 4 
  Mr. Dennis Fish, District No. 5 
  Mrs. Judy C. Mims, District No. 6 

  Mr. Caldwell Pinckney, Jr., District No. 7 
  Mr. Steve C. Davis, District No. 8 
  Mr. James H. Rozier, Jr., Supervisor, ex officio 

 
 
 
 A meeting of the COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES, Standing 
Committee of Berkeley County Council, will be held on Monday May 10, 2004, in the 
Assembly Room, Berkeley County Office Building, 223 N. Live Oak Drive, Moncks 
Corner, South Carolina, following the meeting of the Committee on Community Services 
at 6:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES                    April 12, 2004 
     

 
 A. Ms. Debbie Calcote, Mental Health Director, Re:  
  1.      Mental Health Month. 
  2. Vacancies on Mental Health Board.  
 
 
 HELD IN COMMITTEE: 
 

B.  Mr. John Nutter, Chief Animal Control Officer, Re: 
Amendments to Animal Control Ordinance.  

 
 
 
 
May 5, 2004 
S/Barbara B. Austin 
Clerk of County Council            


